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MT-17/SPC1/CW/cc (15 August 2000)




MT-17 SPC

Summary Notes of the first meeting of the MT-17 Scientific Programme Committee held at CERN on May 29th, 2000.

Present:
A. Cassat (representing M. Jufer), R. Flükiger, D. Leroy, J. Duchateu, A. Hervé, M. Lackner (representing W. Paul), P. Lebrun, R. Perin, S. Russenschuck, T. Taylor, C. Wyss, 

Excused :
W. Joss, H. Ogiwara, J. Sapper, R. Scanlan, A. Street, P. Wanderer 

1. Approval of the agenda

The agenda was approved with the addition of a reminder of the mandate of the Scientific Programme Committee (SPC) by C.Wyss.

2. SPC mandate.

C. Wyss recalled the SPC mandate (see Annex I) which was agreed.

3. General conference organisation

R. Perin reported about the general organisation of the conference which will take place in Geneva, from 24 to 28 September 2001, in the International Conference Centre of Geneva (CICG) near the UN buildings.

3.1 Conference centre

There are four main conference rooms, which can be transformed into rooms of different sizes by a system of mobile partitions. For plenary sessions, three rooms, seating 556, 120 and 120 persons respectively, can be combined to provide a total of 784 seats. Nine committee rooms seating 16 to 50 persons are also available.

A large space for the poster sessions and the industrial exhibition is available as well.

The exact number of posters, which can be displayed, will be defined in the coming months.

Action: Local Organising Committee

3.2 Conference Committees

R. Perin explained the tasks of the different committees. The member lists can be found on the poster and on the MT-17 web page. The address of the web site is http://mt-17.web.cern.ch/. 

International Organising Committee (IOC)

The main tasks of the IOC are:

· To provide general guidance for the organisation of the MT Conferences.

· To provide a discussion forum for the different interests and domains of activities related to the MT Conferences in each Country.  In this sense each national delegate is the spokesperson of the various groups in his Country.

· To advise the conference Chairman on the membership of the Scientific Programme Committee (SPC), on the general programme of the conference, and, if required, on the choice of invited speakers.  

· To select and decide the hosting institution, the site and the Chairman of the next MT Conference.  

For MT15 and MT16, the IOC members did not meet and were able to expedite their mandate by mails and phone calls.

For MT17, R. Perin proposes a meeting in October-November 2000.

Scientific Programme Committee (SPC)

See Annex I.

Local Organising Committee (LOC)

The main task of the LOC is to organise all practical aspects of the Conference preparation and execution, such as:

· Determination and management of the budget.

· Participation for practical aspects to the set up the Conference programme in collaboration with the SPC.

· Choice, preparation and operation of the Conference venue with all necessary equipment.

· Accommodation (possibly via a professional agency), transport, scientific and technical visits.

· Industrial exhibition. 

· Social events.

· Preparation and diffusion of announcements, brochures and other documentation.

· Publication of the Proceedings via the Editorial Board and in collaboration with members of the SPC.

3.3 Preliminary main schedule

R. Perin presented the preliminary conference main schedule:

Registration:
Sunday
23.09.2001 
as from 16.30

Welcome reception:
Sunday
23.09.2001 
at 19.00

Opening sessions:
Monday 
24.09.2001 
at   9.00 

Conference banquet:
Thursday 
27.09.2001 
at 19.00 

Closing session:
Friday 
28.09.2001 
at 15.00  

Mailing of first announcement
Sept. 2000

Decision of topics and invited speakers
Jan. 2001 

Deadline for abstracts
20.04.2001 

Selection of oral/poster presentations
15.06.2001 

Invitation to session chairmen
30.06.2001 

Mailing of final announcement
15.07.2001 

Invitation to peer reviewers
July/August 2001 

Conference program send out
Aug. 2001

Abstract brochure to printer
Aug. 2001

Deadline for submission of papers
Sept. 2001

Concerning the closing session, the majority of the committee members expressed the opinion that the Conference could possibly be closed already at 13h00, before lunch. 

4. Publishing procedure

S. Russenschuck explained that his proposals are indeed influenced by the COMPUMAG series of conferences where he is a member of the steering committee and the editorial board since 1994. S. Russenschuck pointed out that in the academic world, the ranking of publications is as follows:

I. Books

II. Scientific Journals

III. Peer reviewed Conference Proceedings printed in scientific journals

IV. Other proceedings

V. Internal notes and private communications.

The "history" of MT conference publications was recalled:

Conference
Year
Venue
Journal
Year of publ.

MT11
1989
Tokyo
Elsevier Science Publishing
1990

MT12
1991
Leningrad
IEEE Trans. on Magnetics
1992 

MT13
1993
Victoria
IEEE Trans. on Magnetics
1994

MT14
1995
Tampere 
IEEE Trans. on Magnetics
1996 

MT15
1997
Bejing 
Science Press Bejing
1998 

MT16
1999
Tallahassee
IEEE Trans. on Applied SS
2000 

Ph. Lebrun emphasised a possible trade-off among speed of publication, scientific recognition and costs of publication.

The committee decided to have all papers peer reviewed. This approach is also supported by P.Wanderer (e-mail dated 25/05/2000) and colleagues from BNL. There is a wide consensus that the first choice for publication would be the IEEE Transactions on Magnetics, followed by the Transactions on Applied Superconductivity or the Elsevier Science Publishers.

P. Wanderer (e-mail dated 25/05/2000) also supports having the proceedings published by IEEE for reasons of availability, in printed and electronic form to those who did not attend the conference, especially considering the long term future.

The additional costs of about 50’000 US for the publication has to be budgeted. Considering that the conference centre will be made available free of charge, there is some margin for the local organisers to allow for publication in a scientific journal while keeping the conference fees within reasonable bounds.

T. Taylor proposes that the exact conditions for IEEE publications be negotiated. These negotiations shall include possible cost reduction through the distribution of CD-ROMs among conference participants, no paper copy for IEEE members, fully electronic submission of the papers etc.

Action: S. Russenschuck

It is proposed that:

· The review process be performed using paper copies (6 camera-ready copies) to be supplied by the author(s) to the conference secretariat.

· Reviewers be supplied with the titles and the abstracts of the papers they will have to review before the conference. 

· Papers be made available to the reviewers from Tuesday onwards at the conference secretariat.

5. Draft conference programme schedule

5.1 Conference topics 

C. Wyss reported on the different topics and the number of contributions to each of the topics at MT15 and MT16 (see Annex II).

The committee approved the following grouping of the topics.

A 
Magnets for research

A1
Magnets for accelerator / superconducting, normal, permanent

A2
Detector magnets   

A3
High field solenoids

A4
Fusion Magnets

A5
High field magnets and facilities

A6
Pulsed magnets

A7
Others

B 
Application of magnetic fields 

B1
Magnetic resonance: biological and medical, chemical and physical, industrial

B2
Power applications: cables, motors, transformers, limiters, energy storage

B3
Permanent magnet applications 

B4
Levitation, propulsion, guidance

B5
Magnetic separation

B6
Shielding

B7
Others

C 
Conductors and materials for magnets

C1
Low temperature superconductors (regular, cryogenically stabilised, cable-in-conduit, high strength) 

C2
High temperature superconductors

C3
Normal-conducting high-strength conductors

C4
Insulation materials

C5
Magnetic materials: permanent magnets, ferromagnetic materials 

C6
Others

D 
Supporting Technologies

D1
Instrumentation

D2
Current leads

D3
Cryogenics

D4
Powering and protection

D5
Others

E 
Magnet design and analysis

E1
Computational techniques

E2
Measurements

E3
Others

5.2 Proposals for the conference schedule

The committee agrees to hold no more than:

· two oral sessions in parallel, two times a day (in the morning and in the afternoon, after 16h30).

· 4 x 3 parallel poster sessions (between 14h00 and 16h00) with about 30 papers each (altogether up to 360 papers).

· No parallel oral and poster sessions shall take place.

· The authors have to attend their poster between 14.00 and 16.00 in the afternoon.

· R. Flukiger requested that the posters be displayed for at least a full half day.

After the meeting, C.Wyss worked out an example of Conference schedule, for the purpose of the forthcoming discussions (see Annex III).

6. Proposed speakers for invited papers:

The list of plenary talks at MT15, and of plenary and invited talks at MT-16 was made available, before the meeting via e-mail by C.Wyss, to the members of the SPC. In summary, there were at MT15 8 plenary invited talks, and 13 invited plenary and 35 invited contribution talks at MT16.

For MT-17, the committee decided to hold, in addition to the plenary sessions, two panel sessions.

A first brainstorming for invited speakers according to the above main conference topics, brought up the following suggestions: 

A. Research magnets

Topic
Session type
Possible invited speakers 

Accelerator magnets: state-of-the-art, ongoing R & D for future projects
Plenary
H.ten Kate, L.Rossi1), D.Leroy 1)

Fusion devices: status and perspectives
Plenary
Komarek, Aymar, M.Chatelier 2) Salpietro

1) After-meeting proposal by C.Wyss

2) After-meeting e-mail (6 June 2000) proposal by J-L.Duchateu

B. Applications of magnetic fields

Topic
Session type
Possible invited speakers 

NMR: present and future applications. 
Panel
Persons from:

Universities

Oxford Instruments

Bruker

General Electric

Kobe Steel

Mag-lev public transportation
Plenary
Masada, Jufer

C. Conductors and Materials

Topic
Session type
Possible invited speakers 

LTc present and future
Plenary
Larbalestier, Vase

HTc present and future
Plenary
Flukiger, Malassimov

D. Supporting technologies

Topic
Session type
Possible invited speakers 

Cryo-cooled magnets
Plenary
Oxford Instruments,

Raveix

E. Magnets design and analysis

Topic
Session type
Possible invited speakers 

Computation codes
Panel
S. Kurz (Bosch GmbH, Germany),

Nibio (Nancy University, France),

T.Sasaki1) (Osaka University, Japan),

B.Schrefler1) (Padova University, Italy)

1) After-meeting e-mail (6 June 2000) proposal by J-L.Duchateu

The committee decided to invited papers as selected upgrades of regular contributions.

Next meeting

It is foreseen to hold the next meeting at the occasion of the ASC Conference at Virginia Beach, September 18-22. This should provide an opportunity to discuss with the SPC members from Japan and the USA.

The details about the meeting room and the precise agenda will be communicated by C.Wyss by September 8 at latest.

Action:  C.Wyss

The agenda will concern mainly the choice of invited speakers (including hints for their talk), the draft session plan and possibly the mode of operation of the Editorial Board chaired by S. Russenschuck. 

With an aim to a constructive next meeting, all SPC members, irrespective whether they will attend the ASC conference or not, are kindly asked to communicate to C.Wyss, by e-mail, by September 8 at latest:

a) Comments, remarks, corrections to these minutes.

b) Further detailed suggestions for topics to be presented by invited plenary speakers.

c) Proposed invited speakers (please give the speaker’s full name and address and the reasons for proposing him).

d) Comments and remarks about the conference schedule.

Action:  SPC Members

C.Wyss

Chairman

Meeting notes taken by S. Russenschuck
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